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PUBLIC PANEL DISCUSSION: Film and Television Industry Market Update [Facing the Hard Facts] 

Award-winning WIDC Producer Carol Whiteman moderates a “Film and Television Industry Market Update” discussion designed to help us face the hard 
facts about creating and marketing fiction for the screen in today’s landscape. Guest speakers including Robert Hardy (CTV), Maureen Levitt (Super 
Channel), and Trish Dolman (Screen Siren) discuss the challenges, differences and similarities of pitching, marketing and promoting oneself and one’s 
projects in the independent film world and in the world of broadcast television. Q & A to follow.  Presented by Creative Women Workshops Association 
through the support of the CTVglobemedia-CHUM Tangible Benefits and in collaboration with the BC Women In Film Festival.   

[Time: Sunday, April 18 @ 10:00 am to 11:30 am; Location: VIFF/Vancity Theatre 1181 Seymour St; Cost: Free] 
 

THE MODERATOR 

 

CAROL WHITEMAN  

A two-time Governor Generalôs Award-nominee and winner of two industry awards for promoting womenôs equality in Canada, Carol is a co-creator 
of The Women In the Directorôs Chair Workshop (WIDC).  A founding member, President and CEO of Creative Women Workshops Association 
(CWWA), the non-profit organization that presents WIDC in partnership with The Banff Centre and ACTRA, she has produced over 120 short films 
at WIDC since its inception in 1997.  She facilitates workshop sessions, provides personal coaching for alumnae, and publishes the annual WIDC 
newsletter.  A member of a variety of industry organizations, Carol holds a BFA with Honours from York Universityôs Theatre Performance program 
and is a graduate of the Alliance Atlantis Banff Television Executive Program.  She is currently serving on seven film and television industry 
committees and advisory boards and is a consultant for professional development and advanced training in the industry. Since 2007 Carol has also 
produced the popular Telefilm Canada Feature It! Program designed to advance the skills and feature film projects of Anglophone writers and 
producers  in Quebec.  www.creativewomenworkshops.com 

 
THE PANELISTS 

 

TRISH DOLMAN  

Producer Trish Dolman is the founder of Screen Siren Pictures Inc. and has been producing film and television in Canada for over fifteen years. 
Trish is currently producing director/writer Michael Goldbachôs debut feature DAYDREAM NATION, starring Kat Dennings, Reece Thompson, Josh 
Lucas and Andie McDowell.  Previously Trish produced three other debut features. In 2001/2002 she produced Keith Behrmanôs  first 
feature, FLOWER & GARNET which won more than twenty awards, (including Claude Jutra for Best 1

st
 feature, Best Narrative at the Boston 

International Film Festival) screened at Berlin (Panorama Special Section), Toronto, Vancouver, Montreal, Karlovy Vary, Pusan and MOMA: 
Canadian Front, and played in Vancouver theatres for over eleven weeks. In 2005, she produced THE SCORE, a groundbreaking musical drama by 
Electric Company theatre director Kim Collier, which screened at the Vancouver International Film Festival, Puerto Vallarta Film Festival and INPUT 
(Taipei), and was nominated for Best Musical Score in a Feature Length Film (2006 Leo Awards) and Best Movie of the Week (2006 Banff 
Television Awards). In 2009, she produced YEAR OF THE CARNIVORE the opening film at TIFF's Canada First!, by Sook-Yin Lee (Shortbus) 
starring Kristin Milioti, Mark Rendall, Will Sasso, Sheila McArthy and Kevin McDonald. Her dramatic television credits include the Genie 
nominated LUNA: SPIRIT OF THE WHALE, a TV movie for CTV and Peace Arch Entertainment starring Adam Beach, Graham Greene and Jason 
Priestley.  Trish has also produced more than ten award-winning documentary films and series and is currently in post-production on the 
documentaries THE FIRST MOVIE and ECO-PIRATE: THE STORY OF PAUL WATSON which she has been directing for over ten years. In 2003, 
Trish was the youngest recipient of the Woman of the Year award from Women in Film and Video Vancouver. 

 

 

ROBERT HARDY  
Robert is Manager, Western Development and Production, CTV.A member of CTVôs team since 2004, Robert oversees the development and 
production of scripted and alternative programming in Western Canada. Robert has served as Executive In Charge of Production for CTV on more 
than forty productions, including the dramatic series ñDefying Gravityò, the television movies ñPlaying For Keepsò and Gemini-award winning ñElijahò; 
the Gemini-award winning documentary ñHockey Brawl: Battle on Thin Iceò; and the Gemini-nominated documentaries ñThereôs Something Out 
There: A Bigfoot Encounterò and ñAs Seen On TV: The K-Tel Storyò. Formerly the Director of Corporate Development for the National Screen 
Institute of Canada, a Senior Communications Officer for CBC, and an independent producer and writer, Robert has held a variety of creative and 
business related positions in advertising, broadcasting, government relations and the arts. 
 
 
 

 

 

MAUREEN LEVITT 
As Creative Development Representative for Super Channel, Maureen Levitt works with the independent production community in the Western and 
Northern regions of Canada to develop their feature films and feature documentaries.   She is a co-founder of Vision TV and was Manager of its 
Western Region office between 1994 and 2005.  Previous to that she was First Assistant Editor on the Canadian film classic, The Grey Fox, and on 
such series as The Beachcombers and The Canadian Establishment.   Her Commissioning portfolio includes over 120 Canadian documentaries 
from one-offs to  series and 13 dramas, from MOWs to indie features.   It includes international award winning Canadian feature docs such as The 
Corporation and Scared Sacred.  She was Executive Producer for Vision TV on multiple television series such as, The MENôshow, the first menôs 
talk show in North America, and the top specialty channel rated, Letôs Sing Again, a seniorôs singlalong show with a successful outreach component 
for those living in care.   Since Maureen joined Super Channel she has given development licences to female B.C. producers such as Trish Dolman 
for Eco-Pirate:  The Story of Paul Watson, Mary-Anne Waterhouse  for The Thaw,  Deboragh Gabler for Sight Unseen and Web of Desire, Suzanne 
Tabata for Bloodied But Unbowed, and Lael McCall for The Saltwater Decision.   She also brought to Super Channel, Carl Bessaiôs hit innovative 
drama, Mothers and Daughters and  the sequel, Fathers and Sons,  Karen Lamôs first feature film, Stained, and Paul Saltzmanôs, Prom Night in 
Mississippiò.    She holds a Masters in Communications from Simon Fraser University and lives near the ocean in Victoria, B.C. 

 
 


