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MARY BISSELL

Bissell is a Vancouver-based filmmaker who has built a strong portfolio of factual programming with a focus on environmental issues. She recently directed and produced My Big Fat Diet, which screened at the American Indian Film Festival and won the Columbus International Film Festival’s Silver Chris Award. Bissell revealed the political beneath the personal in Naked, a documentary about nude activism which premiered at the Festival des Films du Monde in Montreal, and has become the most watched documentary ever to air on CBC Newsworld.
Bissell directed the Healing with Animals episode about prison dogs that picked up three Leo Awards for best directing, best writing, and best information series. For five years she was co-host of The Leading Edge, where she earned her chops as a filmmaker by directing, hosting, and writing over fifty short documentaries. Bissell is now pursuing her dream of directing drama, and was one of the participants in this year’s 2009 Women in the Director’s Chair program under the mentorship of Kari Skogland.
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LINDA CRAIN
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Linda Crain puts 20 years of production experience onto an entrepreneurial business stage. Having started SB&C Management, providing business-to-business production management solutions, a diversity of industries from video, multi-media and drtv to print media, live and broadcast presentation and events has been serviced. Her current activities are focussed on producing materials incorporating progressive digital media opportunities. Maintaining active memberships with WIFTV and the Vancouver Board of Trade along with volunteering to Women in Leadership and the Vancouver Art Gallery helps to keep business and creative information flowing. Known for “getting things done”, Linda embraces creative production opportunities as a Producer and Production Manager in commercial, corporate, and not-for-profit sectors that are progressive, productive and fun. “I anticipate a great journey through committing my professional experience and passion for positive progress to the WIFTV.” 



CAROLE DUCHARME
Carole Ducharme is an award-winning writer, director, producer and the founder of Witness Productions Inc. A graduate of the University of Montreal’s Law School, Carole started her career in Paris, where she co-produced Michel Brault’s Mon Amie Max. Residing in Vancouver since 1996, Carole has worked in many genres, in French and in English: documentaries (Man-Made Women, Les Enfants du Quartier), reality series (Making the Cut, X-Weighted), youth series (Canada à la Carte) animated television series (Cybersix), multi-camera studio series (Let’s Talk Sex, The Afterlife) and short fiction films (Ben Voyons, Camille!, Straight from the Suburbs, Love Interruptus). Ben Voyons Camille! won the Best Short Film Award at the 2009 Female Eye Film Festival in Toronto. Carole is writing the feature comedy Le Donneur with the assistance of Telefilm, and has written the acclaimed feature script The Women of My Life, with the assistance of Telefilm, BC Film, HGF, Movie Central, and the NSI Features First Program. The Women of My Life was a finalist at the 2006 Moondance International Screenplay Competition (Hollywood).  Carole is long time member of the WIFTV and a graduate of the WIDC.
KAY LEUNG
Kay Leung began her current position as Marketing Manager for the Pacific and Yukon Centre of the National Film Board in 2004. Since then, she has managed the launches of over 20 documentary films including Christine Welsh’s Finding Dawn, Bonnie Klein’s Shameless: The ART of Disability, and Murray Siple’s Carts of Darkness. Specializing in social marketing and communications, Kay has worked for a number of public and non-profit organizations including BC Transit and Working For Better Life (Bangladesh). She has also volunteered as a board member for the Reel 2 Real: A Celebration of Moving Images for Youth Society and the Regional Committee of the BC Ethics in Action Awards.
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TRACEY MACK
Tracey is a Development Executive/Director of Business Affairs and Marketing for Bardel Entertainment where she is responsible for submissions, development, financing, co-productions, marketing & distribution. While at Bardel, she was also the Assistant Vice-President of Production, and a Line Producer for the award-winning Edgar & Ellen Specials/Series for YTV. Tracey has also been a Writer/Producer for Teletoon. An Independent Writer/Producer, Tracey’s company, Urban Safari Entertainment, provides business affairs consulting to Independent Producers, and is  currently producing a series of pre-school shorts entitled The Adventures of Little Jake and Many Skies, and is in development on a Christmas Special.   Tracey has completed an MBA in Arts & Media Administration and Marketing and graduate-level courses in Screenwriting from York University, and earned a BAA with Honours in Radio & Television Arts from Ryerson.  She has completed the SIFT Advanced Television Producing program with the Canadian Screen Training Centre, and has a Performer’s Certificate in Speech and Drama.
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KULCHERA MATSON
Kulchera Matson is a multi-platform content creator and owner of Three Spirit Productions, based in Vancouver, BC. In 2008, Kulchera was selected by Telefilm and APTN for the Featuring Aboriginal Stories Program as well as Telefilm’s Content Creator Fellowship at the Banff Next Media and World Television Festivals. Matson’s first feature film endeavor, Ill Fated, was pre-selected for competition at the Cannes Film Festival in 2004. After its world premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival, Ill Fated went on to 3 wins and 11 nominations, including Best Feature, at the 2005 Leo Awards. Amongst her various short film credits, Tomorrow’s Memoir, garnered international fan film attention and won “Best Comics-Orientated Film” at the San Diego Comic-Con Festival in 2005. 


ROBYN WIENER
Robyn has worked professionally in the film industry for over 13 years. Her extensive film production background include Production Coordinating, assisting high profile Actors, Producers, Directors and Writers, assisting with clearances, product placement and script coordination.  She has been production coordinator on over 20 projects and holds 35 professional production credits to her name. She has also worked as a part-time instructor for Vancouver Film School and a guest lecturer at the Art Institute of BC and in Winnipeg for Film Training Manitoba (2005) 

Robyn has produced numerous short films, 3 with Screenwriter/Director Robert Holbrook: The 30 Second Guaranteed Foolproof Ancient Cantonese Method (2002) which aired on the Comedy Network and Air Canada; the Leo Award winning music video Accidental Kisses (2003) for Canadian Artist Dan Rothery; My Inventions (BC Film/DGC Kick Start 2007) with 3 Leo nominations. She recently produced a dance comedy for Bravo! FACT entitled ANGER: The Journey. Presently Robyn is in development on Entertainment TV Talk Show Series On Location to be hosted by former supermodel Monika Schnarre and is working toward producing an interactive dance performance for the 2010 Olympics. Robyn has served on the Board of Directors for WIFTV since 2007 is a member of I.A.T.S.E. Local 891 and is an active member and mentor in the Vancouver Film Industry. She holds a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Winnipeg & is a former graduate of the Vancouver Film School full time program.

NOMINATED from the FLOOR

NATHALIE GOLAY
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